


Office of Government Information Services  
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770 
Fax: 202-741-5769 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

 
You have the right to appeal to the appellate authority, Ms. Joo Chung, Assistant to the 

Secretary of Defense for Privacy, Civil Liberties, and Transparency (PCLT), Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, at the following address: 4800 Mark Center Drive, ATTN: PCLFD, FOIA 
Appeals, Mailbox #24, Alexandria, VA 22350-1700. 

 
Your appeal must be postmarked within 90 calendar days of the date of this response. 

Alternatively, you may email your appeal to osd.foia-appeal@mail.mil. If you use email, please 
include the words "FOIA Appeal" in the subject of the email. Please also reference FOIA case 
number 24-F-1204 in any appeal correspondence. 

 
We appreciate your patience in the processing of your request.  As stated previously, 

please contact the Action Officer assigned to your request, Rose Cartwright, and reference FOIA 
case number 24-F-1204, if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Stephanie L. Carr 
Chief 

 
 
Enclosures: 
As stated 





 

           
          
         

            
           

            
              

       

                
                 

                  
               

            
             

  

         
            

    

               
               

       

             
       

            
             

           
             

                
      

 

 

 



 
 

 
   

 

            
     

             
           
          

    

    

          
        

           

   

  

          
           

 
    

        
      

 

 



   
    

   
   

   

 

       
   

   

 
  

 

       

       

           
 

            
         

             
           

            
              

                
            

             
              

              
    

   
             

             
              
           

              
              

           
                

           
                 

     
            
             

               
              

             
            

        
       

        



              
          

             
               

             

          
              

           
          

           
            

          
            

              
            

           
             

              
    

          
  

           
  

         
 

          
     
      
         
       

  
   

 

  

 

 

         
 

 

         
     

                
           
           

    

            
 



                

   
   

                   
       

   

    

      





wild. Regulatory and ELSI issues are not discussed. Variability of vaccine dose due to variability 
in delivery mechanisms is also not discussed. In addition, there is concern that vaccine 
approaches may lack -sufficient epitope coverage to effectively protect against the diverse and 
evolving quasispecies of the many coronaviruses found in the bat caves. 

For the above reasons I am not currently recommending funding of this effort. However, there 
are several components of great interest in this proposed effort that are potentially fundable 
should additional funding become available. 

The team discusses 1isk mitigation strategies to address potential risks of the research to public 
health and animal safety but does not mention or assess potential risks of Gain of Function (GoF) 
research and DURC. Given the team's approach does potentially involve GoF/DURC research 
(they aim to synthesize spike glycoproteins that may bind to human cell receptors-and insert 
them into SARSr-Co V backbones to assess capacity to cause SARS-like disease), if selected for 
funding an appropriate DURC risk mitigation plan should be incorporated into contracting 
language that includes a responsible communications plan. 

James Gimlett, Ph.D. 
Program Manager 

Biological Technologies Office 

Source Selection Information See FAR 2.101 and FAR 3.104 




